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This is gonna hurt' 
To the Editor: 
If nothing else , Wilde-Stein 
plans for another " Jeans Day" 
has made many people more 
aware of homosexual issues. If 
you hang around the Den or the 
Danm Yankee , you can hear 
people all around you discussing 
it. A lot of these people are angry, 
angry enough to say things like, 
" .. .'bout ready to punch one 
out." etc .. 
Granted , denim is a hard thing 
to avoid in an average student's 
closet, so in that way gays are 
causing inconvenience among 
people who would like to express 
opposition to gay rights or forget 
the whole thing entirely. But 
when you get right down to it, a 
person 's beliefs are independent 
of others ' interpretations, and an 
artitrary symbol such as jeans has 
significance only if you personally 
attach meaning to it. 
In other words, (and this is 
gonna hurt, folks), a secure 
individual should not be overly 
concerned about Jeans Day. 
Whether you support gay rights 
should not affe:t what you wear 
unless yoi: want it to. Anyone who 
assumes that the jacket or pants 
you have on indicate homosex-
uality or your support of it is 
jumping to conclusion, because 
the only valid indication of a 
peron 's beliefs in a situation such 
as this is one's own words. 
So those of you out there who 
are angry (or happy) because of 
what Jeans Day means would 
benefit from thinking about why 
others' opinions in this situation 
cause such anxiety (or satisfac-
tion) in you, as if one's principles 
were no more than the cloth on 
one 's body-today this, tomorrow 
that. without substance, without 
conviction-nothing. 
Quite sincerely, 
Marie Philbrick 
Milford 
